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IN A NUTSHELL

The “Beyond the Noise: Open Source Soundscapes” project deals with the issue of noise pollution. It exper-
iments with a novel mixed methodology in order to identify, assess and plan small, quiet areas on the neigh-
borhood scale, by actively involving local communities and using novel open source technology, with the
ultimate goal of making quietness available to everyone.

This methodology, based on the “open source soundscape” approach, is validated through the development
of a pilot study in the Reuterkiez, a Berlin neighborhood affected by environmental injustice and noise pollu-
tion. In this pilot study, citizens are involved in crowdsourcing data related to “everyday quiet areas” by using
a novel mobile technology: the “HUSH CITY” app. The contents generated in the project will result in the
“Open Source Berlin Atlas” - a participative management plan aimed at protecting the existing small, quiet
areas and planning new ones.
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